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Dear 567 | 
Your letter of Aus.>Oth,and the loc Is,Diary to 
hand last mail. I ees ved your previous letter of Aug 20 th | 
just before leaving Cooktown. „ | 
will be leaving for Rocky scrub to-morrow and 
intend coming in again,in about three weeks time, After that 
I will probably stay out there till the end of the year, as 
one loses too much time coming in and out. | . 
| I am sending you a list of cxpunses,upto date of * 
arrival al Pt. Stewart. Will you please forward the amount 


“my credit with the Queensland National Bark, Cooktown. 5 
In the same enclosure I am also sending a typed 


| copy of the narrative, up to Scpt.15th, I suggest that you pay — : i 
= me at the rate of 3/ per thousand words for this copy. The city 


charge for copying Manuseript,anounts to 2/4 per thousand, and re: 
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` Taxi to A.U,3.11.Co'wharf. 
Luggage Porter. の Ge M 


LIST OF EXES ROCKY SCRUB IRIE. N. d. 


Wirc.Casterton to . L. White 


Wire Melbourne to Hil. hite 
Ticket & exes Melbourne to Sydney 
Wire Sydney to II. L. White 


Wire, li, Thompson. Coen. re pack team ८: gear. 
keply paid. 


Wirc.D.Anüerson,Coen.re sending word to. 
He . 11 out o^ tom. 


Esdailes,Sydney.adjusting Ancroid /. 


cleaning Field Glasses 25/ 


- Hotel exes Sydney while attending to de- 
` tails in connestion with Trip. | week. 


Cowles & Dunn.Syüney. 2 batteries & 


bulbs for 406 


Penfolds, Sydney. 500 Skin & 100 plain 
labels. ; | 


. 1 Field notebooks 
Ssage S.5.Wyrema Sydney to Cooktown., ` ` 


Wire. Sydney to H. L. mite. 
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Freight & charges on cargoe from 
Sydney to Cooktown 5 


Wire, A.Armbrust, Coen. 
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Coen 
7/11/22 


Dear Up, White 

in my letter of last mail, 24/10/22. 1 told you ge 
was going to try the scrub to the east of Coen, about the head 
of that river and of Lankelly creek, as I heard that conditions 


were favourable there. After posting it I heard of a couple of 


other places, (Klondyke, 3. E. end of kocky scrub; and Massey Bx 
on the cast side), that promiscd to be even petite ud decided 
to try them first. I have been to both places, and am sorry to 
` have T report no success at either, Klondyke needed no more 
than a glance over, to decide that it was n0,5006; but the lassey 


river country appeared to be an ideal place, The sorubs there 
are the best that 1 have yet seen up north; but the remarkable 
scarcity of bird life and the few species met with in them; has 


got me puzsled, À ain forwarding the notes up to date, so it is 


no good reiterating what little is in them, ` 
On reaching here today wired you as follows." Have been right ` 


round to Massey river stop Drought conditions prevailing every- 
where stop Only one chance of finding suitable country loft", ` 
1 intended trying the serub to the cast of here and if that was 

| good; to wire you again susgesting the abandonment of. the 

` trip and asking your advice, re poceeding to the Alligator river 


` Since the arrival of the mail, by which, ! received two letters 


rom vou, dated October 15 and 22, the latter registered, I 


= have been in a quandary as to what to ao 


The cause of the quandary, is the following paragraph quoted | X 
from your letter of October 2 e t. : 
" Owing io the great cxpense that your collecting now puts mo 

é to, I have decided to terminate our connection in this respect, 
as soo as your Rooky trip Affer in any case not later than 
the end of December next. i っ iz: 

= his is rather vague, and may bo interpreted in several dient 

. ways. You could say that the Rocky trip is ovex now, as I have 


Had you done so, I à 


` any objection then. 


Venomous Caf ó 


Although the west coast ( 
York Peninsula was the first part of 

Australia, as far as we know, to be 

¿Seen by white men, the country behind | 
‚it is even to-day one of the least known | 
` regions of Australia, 

! A huge venomous snake, far big- | 
ger than any venomous snake hitherto 
j known in Australia has just been 
given to the Australian Museum by 
| Mr. H. L. White, of Belltrees, Scone 
(N. S. W.), for whom it was obtained at 
¡Coen by Mr. W. McLennan. It will be 
named after Mr. McLennan, 

This snake, which will be described 
for the first time in the records of the 
| museum, is not only A new species, 
but belongs to à new genus. It 
| raw in color. and at Coen is called 
the brown snake, but is mot closely 
related to the mouse-catching brown 
snake of New South Wales. Its near- 
est relation is probably the black 
| snake (Pseudechis porphyriacus), But 
it has him beaten, both in size and in 
venom, 


"WORST IN. AUSTRALIA” 


The specimen which Mr. McLennan 
secured is 9 feet 6 inches long, but 
inhabitants of Coen talk of snakes 
:10 or 11 feet long The fangs are 
‘nearly twice as long as those of the 
largest death adder. Nothing is known 
about. the nature of its venom, but 
it has an extra large supply, and Mr. 
J. R. Kinghorn, the Museum's snake. 
expert, considers that it is probably 
‚the worst snake in Australia. 
There are, of course, larger 
venomous snakes in other parts of the 
world, such as the king cobra of 
India, the  bushmaster of South 
jAmerica, and some of the banded sea | 
‘snakes. These may grow to 12 or 13 
fcet, but MeLennan's find is &bout half 
as big again as Australia’s previous 
record 
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oitention' would advertise for re- 
ble servants and make:sugges- 
to them. 1 

he failed to prove that there was 
O looseness among young women, he 
| would band eh to any fund which his 
HN ns ady or her two daughters might 
| 


te. 

Mitchell agreed to interview young: 
| respectable women with a view to. 
¡finding out whether there was any: 
| looseness of present-day morals. 

When the scheme had been fully tried, 
| Mitchell was to write to the girls who 
had answered his advertisement, ex-: 
plain about the bet, and make an 
| apology for his conduct. f 
` Mitchell, in the witness-box, said he 
| was only: actuated by his desire to: 
prove his theory about morals. He 
had invented A ie Situations in 
order to carry out his investigations, 
“| but had no criminal intention. 
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; to the و‎ RE a Vica Se, 
5 moveme t al S ce ره اب‎ 
1 those to ape Wintdn Had a 1 
spane also had 10 points, Slight tropical 
ind northern areas of West Australia, but 

» In Victoria, same scattered; light” cain, 
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15/11/22 


Dear lr, White 
When I wrote you last week I was not feeling too 
well, had an attack of fever coming on, which later developed 
and laid me up for a few days, I was not able io make a start 
à ‚out till Sunday 12th; I then went out to try the country east 
` of here, about the heads of Coen and Ienkelly rivers;found the | 
tions existing there, as elsewhere. Ho feed for the 
` horses, very little water, and the same remarkable scarcity of 
= bird life, ‘he whole place was alive with horse and cattle A 
` fake the horses got covered with them the first day, 80 also ` 
| did we; nothing else for it but to return ec 
= On reaching here I hesara that there had been a 
good fall of rain out Attack creek way, so I wired asking your —— 
advice re trying there, No rain here yet though therc has beer 
fairly good storms further north, This afternoon it lookeu ag 
Af we were going to get a storm here, but ii passed wiles 


to the westwurxe. ۶ ۹ mala à 
In my lest letter I intended to ssk 


+ qe شه وا‎ — D e^, 


= "A - B 
O it em ZE سا‎ ein E 


after the wot scason "provided we get one" is over; no supply 
boat comes to Pt Stewart during the first three months of the 
| year. ۱ 
Vill you please forward me the price list of things 
that I got from Cowles and Dunn; and also from Beaumonts, as 
I did not get a price list from either fim, 
Sincerely Yours 
Wa Mo, Leman 


before this reaches you. 


Coen, 
6/12/22. 


Dear la White, 


‘I returned from Attack creek scrub on Friday; I 


gave the country there a good look over, but could not find a 
suitable colleoting ground, With the exception of the Parrot, 


(G,personatus) I could not find any of the other species that 


I wanted, As E did not consider that I had a reasonable chance 


Wal 


or doing any good in the time at my disposal, I deoided that be: 
it would be best to abandon the trip. If I thought that there 
was و‎ chance of getting a decent lot of skins I would have had 


& try for them, but the variety of spcoies was so few ín num. 


ber, it was not worth while, | 


I am forwarding you the notes up to date of my 


* return here, also a list of exes and of surplus stores and 
4 equipaent, I have made out a list of what i can take over my- 7 : 
| Sele, but as I have not got a statement of prices fron either 
Beaunonts or Cowles & Dunn, I could not make up the cost of 
= same to credit you with the amount. „ 
As I will be here until March next year would you | 1 

| Please forward the amount due, to my account Queensland National ` 
Bank, Cooktown. I would be greatly obliged if you would wire 

| tune amount through debiting the cost to mw... T 


1 I was extremely sorry to learn of Mrs, Whites 
ilness and I sincerely hope that fhe has quite recovered long 


Sincerely yours ` 


{| 2 >< > 
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"m 
LIST OF SURPLUS STORES 


por | 7 tins 50 lbs each, 
۱ bag 70 lbs, 


` Cap p shells 20 gauge 700, 


No 6 shot Cartridges. Da 
` . Ambcrite powder Ke, Ale 
Automatic Cartridges. 100, 
Grease proof wads 1000, 
Cardboard wads 1000, 
Felt wads : | 1 lb, 


011 20191, 1 tin, 


Dear Nr White, 


If agrecable to you, Ï will t&kc over the above 
stores, etc, As I have not got a statement of prices from 
either Beaumont or Cowles and Dunn; would you kindly make out 


the amount due, and debit it to me, 


| angle 
su Jaen eat 


E E m 
LIST OF EXES ROCKY SCRUB TRIP 


12th - To M,Shephard, carriage of stores and gear 
from Pt Stewart to Coen; T ton, NEE CRE, 8 


13th - Wire to H. L. White. - 2 3 
14th - To Hotel, boxes for timber to make Pack | 
i boxeB. ۱ 


— 


19th - Registered packet. e 1 
20th - "o H. Thompson, salt beef, 20 lbs. - 10 
20th = To Hotel, meals from Sept. 11 to 20th. ~ 2 14 
Oot - 10th - Wire to HL.White, — Fr. 


10th ~ To Ned Waters, wages from Sept,20th to 
5 Oot. 10th, 3 weoks at E 2-1 0。 p 7 1 


12th + Wire to H. L. mite. - 
12th = Postage on Box of Specimens, 4 lbs, 
Mailmans char, a 


Packet, weve post, 2 lbs. f 0 
Packet, registered も e 


13th + To Evans & Armbrust, salt beef, 19 lbs. - 9 
13th - To Hotel, meals from Oot 10 to ith, ~ 1 0 
25th - Postage on Box of Specimens 8 | 
_ Mailmans char 3 
Registered letter, 5 | 
26th ~ To Evans & Armbrust, Salt beef, 5 lbs, & 0 
| 26th = To Hotel, meals from 0et。22 to 26th. AE کنھ‎ 
Nov - 7th - Wire to تفاسم‎ uos VEM 
êth - Registered packet. GC | RÉI ۸ 
` 12th ~ To Evans & Armbrust, salt beef,10 lbs, - 5 
“ta - To Hotel, meals from Nove] to 12th, = 1 O 
Ee à 
5 


C ©‏ تا 


on HNON o 


Jah. ELE ee 
17th - To Evans & Armbrust, salt beef, 10 lbs, ~ 6 


PR 


O る © © © © © gx Rom 
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re 
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Nov ۰ 20 ih £2- 


th - To Hotel, meals from Nov, 15 to 17th, ~ 14 
. . 30th - To Bill Shephard wages from Oot. 13th to 


30th - To U. Thomp hire of horses and gear 


from Sept.15 to Nov.30th; 11 weeks at £1. - 11 O 


Anderson, rent of store-room fro e e tone, 
» Sept。12 to bee, am; 12 weeks at 2/6, - 1 10 


30th = To D. Ane 


x 2 30th - To Self, wages from Sept.3rd togfiov, 30th; ors ; 


days at 25/- per day 
d turn fare to 
ma Cooktown A Cooktown to 
Sydney ney £19-10, 


= Credits as per attached Tist 


< eon 


QA 


x 


A 
te 


CREDITS 


Oilskin Coat and Cape, 
2 suits of Khaki, 
Medicine chest account. 
1 Battery and Bulb for Electric Torch, 
100 Cart#idges, 410 gauge. 
Bacon, 12 lbs O 1/2, 
Total 
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Tent Fly, 14x16, 
Tent n 2x14, 
Ee FORO `` 


A 


22 
2 


10 - 


11 = 


12 - 


1/10/22 Geoffroyus personatus, Female. Immature, 


Length, 22 mm. Wing 14£mm. Culmen 20mm, Tarsus 17mm, 


Irides,sulphur yellow, Bill,dark olive brown;cere ‚dark yellowish 
olive. Legs, dark yellowish olive. Crop, buds of flowering tree, 
and Wattle secds with vegetable matter attached, Stomach,similar 


2/10/22 ~ Ptilotis analoga. lale, 


Length 191mx. Wing 85mm. Culmen 20mm, Tarsus 24mm, 
Irides,mummy brown, Bill,black;edge of gape lemon yellow. Legs, 
deep neutral grey tinged brown. Stomach,insect remains, 


2/10/22 - Craspedophora alberti. Male. Immature. 


Length 307mm, Wing 156mm,  Cuimen Simm, Tarsus 40mm, - 
Irides,very dark mammy brown, Bill,black;edge of gape light 
viridine yellow, Legs,slate grey. Stomach,Wattle seeds with 
vegetable matter attached, 


6/10/22 - Small animal. Male 

Total length 267mm, Length from tip of nose to base of tail 151mm 
Irides,brown.  Stomaoh,empty. ۱ 

12/10/22 - Strepera graculina, Male, 

Length 522mm, Wing 279mm,  Culmen 76mm, Tarsus 55mm, 

Irides,rich lemon yellow. Bill,black, Legs,black, Stomach, 
stones of wild Cherry A 
12/10/22 ~ Strepera graculina, Wale, 

Length 500mm, Wing 263mm, Culmen 60mm, Tarsus 55mm, 


Irides,rioh lemon yellow, Bill,black, Legs, black, Stomach, 
River Wattle sceds with vegetable matter attached, Eg 


13/10/22 - Strepera graculina, Female, 


Length 443mm, Wing Slum. Culmen 5ómm. Tarsus 49mm. د‎ 
Irides,rich lemon yellow. Bill,black, Legs,blaok. | 
Stomach,empty. j 
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15 - 23/11/22 ~ Eeleotus pectoralis. lale | 
Length 447mm, Wing 200mm. Culmen 44mm, Tarsus 30mm。 
Irides,scarlet red. Bill upper, terminal third cadmium, base 


géarlet rod; lower bill black. Legs dark tral grey 
Crop and stomach, portions of seeds and nuts of various kinds, 


16 = 23/11/22 = Eclectus pectoralis. Female, 


Length 436mm, Wing 275mm, Culmen 39mm, Tarsus Emm. | 
Irides empire yellow, Bill black, Legs dark neutral ant OR " 
Crop and stomach, portions of sceds and nuts of vario Taa 


LIST OF EGGS 
1 - 21/10/22 ~ Materrimus. 1 set 1 egg. + 


2 ~ 23/10/22 ~ G,seripta, 1 set 2 eggs, 2 
HE 5 


(18 = 89/10/22 = Camelanonota, 1 set 2 eggs. j 


0 


4 = 2/11/22 ~ E. pectoralis. 1 set 1 egg. 4 
| 7 Ke 
5 = 29/11/22 = C.quoyi. 1 set 5 egos 5 
| | | E 
6 = 29/11/22 ~ E,peotornlis, 1 set 2 eggs, 5 


T= 1/12/22 ~ E,australis, 1 set 3 eggs. 
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